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Today, the Legion of Mary North San Mateo Curia celebrates the 25th yearanniversary of
its foundation and its 25" Annual General Reunion in honor of the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. As what we have done in the past and in accordance with the Legion

Handbook, our General Reunion would be one of a social, fun and entertaining event.
However, unlike the 24 previous Annual General Reunions, this is a bit special. After all, 25
years is a milestone, an achievement in is own right that we should somehow in our busy

schedule stop, celebrate and think about Twenty five years - yet our work in the salvation

of the countless of lost and wandering souls has only just begun, barely scratching the
surface of this ever-growing population and changing landscape of our parishes. It would

be wrong and presumptuous for us to even think that after 25 yearswe have done so much
for the Catholic Church and for God that we now rest in our quest for the salvation of

souls. Sorry, for Legionaries in this on-going battle there is no rest. We have an unfinished

and on-going business in the work of redemption and salvation of man. Our 25" year
anniversary is only a momentary pause in time to recall the blessings of the past years and
to pray for health, strength and courage to complete the course that we have all started in
this journey, our own personal fiat to Our Lady.

Sentimentality has no place in the Legion, only sustained and constant work for souls.

Over the past twenty five years the North San Mateo Curia had been blessed byso many
committed and devoted Legionaries and Spiritual Directors who have all contributed to the
growth of the Legion of Mary in this part of the world. To name all of them would be an
impossible task and frankly, an unnecessary endeavor. The Legion hasno individual

awards, plagues or medals to handout. We work anonymously without expectations of

fame and wealth. Our sacrifice of time and energy is our humble way of giving back to the
Mother of God in the hope that at the moment of our death, she will be there presenting
our soul and begging for it from her son, Our Lord Jesus. This will be our final and only
reward for all the ridicule s, spits, sour looks and insults the world ha s given us working
under the banner of Mary, the Immaculate Conception.

We would like to take this moment to recall our humble beginning s in 1985 when the
North San Mateo Curia only had eleven Praesidia to where it is today - twenty six strong
and dynamic Praesidia. To all our priests and Spiritual Directors, we dedicate our 25" Year
Anniversary celebration . Without your love and support we would not be standing where
we are now. To all our former Curia officers, your leadership and dedication of service
have molded us and to you we will be forever indebted. To all our auxiliary members, our
gratitude for your prayers for without them we would have succumbed to our human
frailties. And finally, to all our active members , thank you, enjoy this moment for
tomorrow we should all be back on the streets bringing Jesus and Mary to the world.
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Former Spiritual Director of the North San Mateo Curia,
our beloved Fr. Bala Govindu is now the Administrator
of Saint Aloysius Church in Point Arena, CA in the Santa
Rosa Diocese sends to all ofus this message on the
occasion of our 25" Anniversary. We all miss him!

SAINT ALOYSIUS CATHOLIC CHURCH, P.O0.BOX 66,
POINT ARENA, CA 95468

Sister Carmen Perlas, President
North San Mateo Curia
Dear Sister Carmen,

Congrats to you, your team of Officers, and all the Legionaries of the North San Mateo Curia
on reaching a great milestone, the 25 years of service under the banner and guidance of Our
Heavenly Mother Mary. | recall today with joy and pride of my association with the Curia as
its Spiritual Director for a couple of years in the past. | thank all of you for the excellent
EOOxI UEUDPOOwaOUz Yl wi BYI O w3011 01T 1 UwkbbUT wadUUUO!
the wonderful prog UT UUWEOEwUI UYPET waOUz VI wOEET wUOwIi EUG

| personally think that the Curia has done wonders of grace not only in the lives of the

legionaries and auxiliary members, but also
in the lives of many people through your
prayer and apostolate. Your efforts of
evangelization are praiseworthy. As
Christians, you have all understood the
spirit of baptism and risen on many
occasions to fulfill the two obligations that
stem from baptism, namely seeking
holiness and doing apostolate. Be true
Christians always, and as such, be
courageous apostles! s
Best wishes and blessings to one and all! § e i

Wish and pray that the Jubilee Celebration Fr. Bala on his bids farewell to the officers of the North
will be fruitful and successful leading you Mateo Curai June 2010

and many more to the Golden Jubilee. God bless us all in our humble ministry! May Mary
our Mother prot ect and guide us in all our efforts of evangelization!

Sincerely,

S/d: Fr. Balaswamy Govindu, Administrator
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Message fom Sister Carmen PerlaBresident, North San Mateo Curia

Can you feel the happiness in great measure that fills every corner of this room tonight? | can
guarantee that every Legionary you will meet tonight illuminates that Legion spirit of love and
enthusiasm that for the past twenty five years have been the persona of our council. Yes, we are young,
dynamic and forever young! Many lastin g friendships have been formed over the past twenty five
years uniting us together in our quest for souls.

Each one of us here has given our strength and energy to do our Legion apostolic works to the fullest
of our abilities. Looking at all of us | ask myself what has caused us to endure all the challenges and
sufferings in order to carry out His mission and to keep the faith growing in all of us and in others?
What have made us all want to finish this course that we have all begun? The Legion course isnot easy,
it is full of road blocks and temptations ¢ often times we have wanted to quit and just drop off. But the
Legion is not a college course that you can simply drop for there is a lot at stake heret a sinner waiting
for The Light of the World. Ofte n times we tell ourselves how challenging the work of conversion is
and how incapable we all are. And yet, in spite of all of these, we are still here engaging ourselves with
one of the loftiest ambitions of apostleship, to reach out to every person and to tell the world of Jesus.

All around us are soldiers chosen by the Blessed Mother, the apostles of Christ that he had picked not
randomly but in close consultation with his Mother. It does not matter how old you are, he picks the
elderly and the young chi ldren ¢ education is not an issue, he picks the simpleminded people ¢ timing
is of no significance ¢+ he picks one at the height of his career, at the most difficult time of his life even
while you are at school or even on the day of your First Holy Commun ion.

| tell you fellow Legionaries while we have done many works that brought so many graces to many
people. Our apostolic works of door to door visitation, apostolate to crowd, homebound ministry and
many more including our works as side walk counselors in front of abortion clinics have transformed
this world into a better place. Above all, let us not forget prayer and further deepening of our spiritual
life. As we celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception let us all be reminded of that purity and
sanctity of the Mother of God.

Yes, it seems that twenty five years is a long time. It also seems that we have so much done in those

years. While these are true, it is also a fact and perhaps a calling for all of us that evil never restgo steal

a soul from God. Thus, we too can never sit too long on our laurels ¢ enjoy this evening, tomorrow is

just another day in the office for us, yes, back to the streets and to the neighborhoods. As Bishop Fulton

Sheen has said, the priest is the IN ministry while the Legion is the OUT ministry of the Church. No

Ul U0wO0OwUT 1T whpl EVAOWI OUWDOET | EwOawEl EUWEUOUT T UVUWEOGEU

God bless us all.
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On behalf of the Pastor of Saint Andrew, Rev. Fr. Alex Legaspi, and on my own behalf as Spiritual Director

of the Legion of Mary, Saint Andrew chapter, | would like to convey my warm congratulations to all of you

on your coming reunion in December of this year. 3T 1 wbPbOUOw O w E U D ddinbdd Teant®& OE z U u
particularly on the parochial level is made easier because of the tremendous help done by different groups

and organization within the parish. The Legion of Mary without doubt, plays a huge role on this task of
EUPOEDPOT w&OE z Uw*ob &XIMEMDOGInussItd da evanigeization day after day without much

OOPUI wEUUwWPDPUT wi Ul EVwal EOQOWEOEwWI OUT UUPEUOG W31 1 w+iI 1T HOOwW

May the Blessed Virgin Mary our mother and our model continue to inspire us in  our work of spreading the
good news. May the blessings from God continue to pour out into our lives thru the powerful intercession
of our BlessedMother. And may our lives and work please and glorify God.

4
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Church of the Good Shepherd

901 Oceana Boulevard ¢ Pacifica, CA 940442341 € (650) 3552593

Greetings!

In behalf of the Good Shepherd community and our pastor, Fr. Piers Lahey, and the members of the
Legion of Mary, Queen of Peace Praesidium, we praise and thank God for the Northern San Mateo
Curia on its 25" Anniversary. We congratulate you and all who work with you for your faithfu Iness

EQEWUUEEI UUwPOwi il EPOT w, EUVAZUWEEOOWUOWUIT UYT wUOT T wx]
Archdiocese have also heard their call to bring God in a compassionate way, especially to the needed
EQEws OOUU0wWUT T 1 xzZwbOwdUUwi OOCES w

May God and the Virgin Mary continue to inspire and empower the Curia to be as creative and
effective as God desires it to be.The Church is truly blessed to have the Legion of Mary active in our
community. In Christ,

manﬁllan

Spiritual Director
Mary Queen of Peace Praesidium Legion of Mary, Good Shepherd Church



The North San Mateo Curia 25" Anniversary Newsletter

Commemorative Issue
Foundation Date: December 5, 1985

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH
60 Wellington Avenue

Daly City, CA 94014-1123

Tel. # (650) 755-9786

30 October 2010

My heartfelt congratulations go to the Northern San Mateo Curia of the Legion of Mary as they mark a
special milestone in celebration of their 25" year anniversary.

Our spiritual life is a journey of faith with Jesus and Mary. Along the way we stumble and fall as part
of human frailty but together with the material strength of Mary and the ever constant love of Jesus to
us, we always stand up from where we fall realizing that it is only i n learning our past mistakes that we
can create a new atmosphere for us to grow and bear fruit.

The Legion of Mary has been in existence for a long time in the Catholic Church. They have been a
potent source of Marian spirituality wherein each member is encouraged to imbibe the spirit of Mary in
terms of her being the first disciple who followed the very footsteps of her Son Jesus. In Mary, we have
a mother who can guide us along the path of everlasting life; in Mary we have a woman full of grace
who brou ght to us the child Jesus as the light of the world; in Mary we have everything we need in life
but always together with her Son Jesus in Mary the mysteries of the Holy Rosary is alive.

As you celebrate your 25" year anniversary it is my hope and prayer that you will continue to be the
ETEEOOwWOl w"T UPUUZUwWOOY! wbOwUI 1 wbOUOEWEOEWET wEEOI wl
EI EOOI wxEUUWEOEWXxEUET QOwoOi wi YI UAwWOEOZUWEUUDPOI UUWEOEwU
burning torch of love in every household and every family so that rays and light that will come from

the torch will burn away all divisiveness and keep away from the dark stark of life.

8OUUwWNOUUOT awdi wl kwal EVUUWE O1 U Oz aswduluBfilyybur Wivnup&rdothlud U wE
mission to carry out the message of Mary and Jesus to the world so that the world will be evangelized

and baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Once again, my warm congratulations to all members of the Legion of Mary in the Northern San Mateo
Curia. Keep the love of Mary and Jesus burning of hearts and in your life.

With my every good wish and blessing, | remain
Rev. Fr. Antonio G. Petilla

Spiritual Director ¢ OLPH
Legion of Mary
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;6 Dove House
Dialogue and Career Discernment Center

460A San Mateo Avenue, San Bruno, CA 94066

Dear Legionaries,

As chaplain of the Mater Dolorosa Praesidium of the Legion of Mary in South San Francisco, it is a great
pleasure to give a testimonial to the wonderful work | witness of the Legionaries there.

Each praesidium considers it is a blessing to have a priest chaplain, but it is also a blessing for the priest. So
often nowadays, priests encounter apathy on the part of parishioners; it is uplifting to see zeal and
prayerfulness on the part of the legionaries.

My sincere hope and prayer is thatmany more * EUT OOPEUwPPOOwWNOPOWUT 1T w+1 T POOwU
many souls for her Divine Son.

Sincerely,

/9-,%/?4;[%4

Fr. Joe Richard

Acknowledgement

This souvenir program was made possibléngycontributions of all
the officers and members of the North San Mateo CW ithout

your support this endeavor would have been impossible tevach

But just like always our council would do what seems to be

impossible to do into areality. For twenty five years, this has been

our trademark and character T a cooperative spirit in the name of the
Blessed Mary ever-Virgin. For those who took the time to put the
pictures together and look back into our history, thank you again.

Enjoy!
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All beginnings are hard. When the North San Mateo Curia began its formation in 1985 we
were a council of eleven Praesidia uncertain of what the future holds. Our birth came from the
split of the San Mateo Curia into two separate Curiae, the North San Mateo Curia and the South
San Mateo Curia. With 36 parishes under the geographical responsibility of the Sen Mateo Curia, it
becamesomehow necessary to reevaluateits scopeand area of responsibility.

A smaller and a more compact curia can better serve the needs of the Legionof Mary because a
smaller organization would be easier to supervise and manage. More importantly a sense of
belongingness and unity among the parishes and their Praesidia would also ensue as it has always
been proven that the bigger you are, the more difficult to know each other. Communication and
transportation issues were also important factors that played in during the deliberation process.
After several discussions and correspondence among theofficers of the San Francisco Comitium,
Los Angeles Senatus and the Concilium, the San Mateo Curia was granted the permission to split
between North and South .

With deepest humility and sincerest gratitude to all our fellow Legionaries, former North San

Mateo Curia officers, Spiritual Directors and Auxiliary members, P1 w Ol | T Uw U Bddrnwu a |
Annual General Reunion celebration in their honor. Although not all of their names would have

been written in the archives of our history, their names rest assured have been sketched in our

' Ol UUIT E w, OUihdydwadysuolldbe fgsponsible for the success of her army in this part

of the world. Because of their effort 0T DU wi BT T UPOT wUOPUOwWOT wUT T w! O1 U

one of her most formidable units against the onslaught of evil and darkness lurking in our world
today.

1985 ¢+ North San Mateo Curia
Founded - On December 5, 1985 the
North San Mateo Curia was founded
under the spiritual guidance of its first
Spiritual  Director, the late Father
Antonio Rey .6 1 POT w%Ud wil az U
dream were eventually realized during
A his lifetime, little did he know that twenty
& by Yl five years later, the little seed he had
Founding Officersi)fthe North San Mateo C::u:riav planted had undergone unparalleled

From (L_R): Sister Maxine Suckle (Secretary), Sister Aida Totane growth! TOday1 the North San Mateo
(Vice President), Fr. Antonio Rey (Spiritual Director), Sister Elvie Curia has twenty SiX (26) Praesidia and

Felix (President) and Sister Marilvn Perez (Treasurer) present in ten of the original twelve parishes
assigned to our geographical boundaries. Our first set of Curia office rs from 1985 to 1991 were the
pioneers and the stalwarts of the North San Mateo Curia. They had set very high standards of
leadership in which all future officers and leaders of the Curia are to be measured with. The
momentum they had created is still that invisible force of energy that keeps us going to this very
day.
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With Sister Elvie Felix z (kadership first president of the North San Mateo Curia, the first Curia
Meeting was held on December 19, 1985 Elected as vice president was the late Sister Aida T otanes

P2 EDOUwWw With Bister ¢Mbkile Suckle as Secretary R ED OO w U1 UU 0P Oisistér Marityr® E w O
Perez as Treasurer (Holy Angels). This first set of officers cemented the foundation on which we stand today

strong and vibrant as we had first started.

1986¢ Action Starts . Not losing any momentum from the previous year,

the North San Mateo Curia opened its first year of foundation with gusto.
In 1986, the first Curia Acies (March 22, 1986) was held at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church. Not long after that, there were two major Book Barrows at the
Tanforan Shopping Center and the Westlake Shopping Mall. The first Patrician
Meeting was also held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church on October 16,
1986.By the end of 1986, the Extension Drives conducted by the Curia resulted
to two additional Praesidia. At Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, t he Mary
| Morning Star Praesidium (OLPH) was founded. At All Souls Church in South

4 San Francisco, a Spanish PraesidiumMadre del Buen Consuejowas also formed.
Sister Elvie Felix and the le on pecemper 5, 1986, the first Annual General Reunion of the North San Mateo
Sister Marilyn Perez steered .
North San Mateo Curidn the Curiawas held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.

|l ate 680s.

e dids 19874 Welcome Good Shepherd Church to the Curia!  This year was highlighted by
the visit of Pope John Paul Il to San Francisco. He also declared 198asthe Marian Year
% Ak (June 7, 1987 August 15, 1988) bringing joy to all devotees of the Blessed Mother. The
o va ot Curia established a planning committee to develop a program of activities in conjunction
with the Marian Year. Th e Praesidium Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, the Spanish
TS Praesidium at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church closed in 1987. However, with the
efforts of our Extension workers, we were granted permission by Father Ted Shipp to
establish the Legion of Mary at Good Shepherd Church in Pacifica. Thus, on December
14, 1986 the Mary Queen of Peace Praesidium wasfounded and affiliated to the Curia
this year. 1987ended with a very memorable Annual General Reunion on December 11,
RUNWA WEU w2 EDOU w ThaEaWdnitgawe @ U DB UBT & ww O U U w 26xubdl HYJ WEUO us+Epuwd TE1 O
then to do it again. .

B3N 11 1E 4

1988 ¢ The Curia Celebrates the Marian Year. The Curia entered 1988 with
much excitement and anticipation with the Marian Year celebration in full swing.

Part of the Marian Year program were several pilgrimages to parishes in the San =
Francisco Bay Area including St. Mary, Star of the Sea in Sausalito (Jan 9, 1988); Ourgy

Lady of the Pillar in Half Moon Bay (March 12, 1988); Our Lady of Mount Carmel in y
Redwood City (May 14, 1988) and Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Daly City (June 25, :
1988).A Rosary Rally held on August 6, 1988 at Saint Patrick Seminary culminated =
the Marian Year. On November 17, 1988, the Curia held its second election of its ~

Sister Maxine Suckle address
the Legion at the Rosary Rally
Saint Patrickocs
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Curia officers. Re-elected for their second term were Sister Elvie Felix (President); Sister Aida Totanes (Vice
President) and Sister Maxine Suckle (Secretary). Elected as Treasurer for the first term as Brother Rafael Lahoz.

1989¢ Meeting Fr. Aedan McGrath, a Legionary Hero. In the annals of the history of the San Francisco
Bay Area, 1989 will forever be remembered for the Loma Prieta Earthquake and of
course the Bay Bridge World Series. For the Legion of Mary, this year brought into
our midst, a very holy priest who suffered in the hands of Chinese authorities as he
tried to bring about not only Christianity in China but as well as the expansion and
extension of the Legion of Mary, Fr. Aedan McGrath. The Chinese Communists
arrested Fr. McGrath on the founding date anniversary of the Legion of Mary,
September 7, 1951 where he was incarcerated for three years. Under the orders of
Bishop Pin-, 1 Pw? (T OEUPUU? w* WaSlowauddionuio dstablisk the &=
Legion of Mary in China, only to be declared as a subversive counter revolutionary

by the Communists. Fr. McGrath arrived in San Francisco on February 22, 1989 and It
was met by the late Sister Aida Totanes and Brother Guido Bothelo where a dinner ||
in his honor was hosted by Sister Elvie Felix in her residence. On May 6, 1989, a
new junior praesidium, Our Lady of Grace (OLPH) was affiliated to the Curia. What made 1989 extra special
was that it marked the 100t Year Anniversary of the birth of Frank Duff, the founder of the Legion of Mary. A
special Mass was celebrated on June 7, 198® his honor. It was also this year that our first Correspondent,
Sister Margaret Bird was replaced by a new correspondent, Sister Madge Caughman.

1990t Change in Curia Leadership ¢ Sister Elvie and
Maxine Bid Farewell . Still nursing the pain and the tragic
loss of lives from the Loma Prieta Earthquake, the North San
Mateo Curia was ready to accept the challenges of a new
decade. However, this was to be a year of transition in its
leadership. Due to health reasons, Sister Elvie Felix resigned
as president creating a leadership void that would be very
hard to fill. To complicate matters, Sister Maxine Suckle
whose husband was ill at that time also had to resign from
her post as secretary. Under their leadership, many
accomplishments were made by the North San Mateo Curia
but nothing more important than creating a momentum so
great that while their presence would surely be missed never
became an impediment to our continued growth and success.
By the end of this decade, the North San Mateo Curia was
well poised to reap the rewards of the seeds planted by its Extension Workers. To Sister Elvie Felix and Sister
Maxine Suckle, we thank you both for all the hard work and sacrifices you have made for the Legion of Mary.

Legion members greet ea
seminary grounds during the Rosary Rally in 1988.

10
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19914 Welcome Mater Dolorosa Churc h to the Curial

Bro. Vergel Gutierrez Elected as New President . We
ushered 1991 with anew president (Brother Vergel Gutierrez,
Saint Augustine ); a new Secretry (Sister Ana Bordallo, Good
Shepherd Church) and a new Praesidium , Mater Dolorosa the
parish of Mater Dolorosa Church. Thanks to years of diligent
work of the late Brother Guido Botelho in extending the Legion
of Mary at Mater Dolorosa, it was finally founded on March 2,
1991 and eventually affiliated to the North San Mateo Curia on
April 25, 1991. For the first time in our history, the Summer
Function was combined with the San Francisco Comitium
2 and was held at on August 4, 1991 at the Junipero Serra Park.
Curia Officers attended the Los Angeles Synod| 1991 would also be best remembered as the year when the
R) Sister Ana Bordallo, Secretary; Brother JCuyria intensified its efforts to lea rn the art of home visitation by

Jackson, Correspondent to the LA Senatus, S .
Helen Pyle, Treasurer: Bro. Ando Perlas, Presi conducting a workshop at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church .

and thelate Sister Bebs Delos Sast VP

In November 1991, the late Sister Aida Totanes completed her
second term as Vice President of the Curia. The lateSister Bebs Delos Santos was elected Vice Presdent on
November 21, 1991.

19924 Bro. Ando Perlas Elected as President. We began 1992with the Church Unity Octave beginning
January 18 It was also this year that our Extension Workers continued their work at 2 EPOU w51 UOOPEE
Church in South S an Francisco. As history would have it, it had taken ten years for the Legion of Mary to get

the nod to begin the Legion in this Parish. The 39 Legion Congress sponsored by the Curia was held on
October 10, 1992 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church. Father Floro Arcamo, newly -appointed pastor at
2EPOUwW UT UUUPOl zUw" T UVUET WEOEwW2xDPUPUUEOwW#bHPUI ECOUWOI wU
%U E O E BMiltEtiie8sama dynamism and enthusiasm under the leadership of the new president, Bro. Vergel
Gutierrez the Curia forged ahead and accomplished many undertakings. Thus, it was sad that after only a year

of his presidency, Bro. Vergel had to resign his position on December 1992 paving the way tothe election of a

new Curia President. On December 17, 1992 Brother Ando Perlas (Mary, Mother of Christian Families, OLPH)

was elected as the third President of the North San Mateo Curia.

1993 ¢ The Honeymoon is over . Sister Lu Bite, Spiritual Director Passes Away. Officially the
honeymoon of the North San Mateo Curia was over in 1993. It was this year that we began to encounter
xUOEOI OUwOUwWPT ECwWUT T w+1 T DOOwWOI w, EUSsame & D& diceds @liie fiddd U w ?
Praesidia resigned and threatening the closure of these junior Praesidia. The results of the extension work at
2EPOUwWS51 UOOPEEWEOEW OOw20UOUwWxEUPUIT T UwbkIl Ul wrdsididgmuin U U U
the Curia, Mary Mother of Christian Families was down to three remaining active members not to mention

that the Our Lady of Holy Angels Praesidium was also challenged with membership issues. Brother Rafael

11
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truly an experienced Legionary that would be missed . All these opened the presidency of Brother Ando Perlas.

On May 20, 1993,the Curia Board called a meeting among the Praesidia presidents to
discuss all these issues. This meeting was to be a wakaip call to all that if we are to
continue to succeed in strengthening the Curia, we needed to intensify our active
membership drive, get more committed officers and live up to the expectations of our
responsibilities as stewards of this great organization. Heeding to this call, the second
half of 1993 brought many positive changes and blessings to the Curia. Mary, Mother of
Christian Families Praesidium grew in membership from three to nine. Our Lady of
Holy Angels also experienced an increase in membership and above all, a new
Praesidium Mary, Mother of Youth a t Mater Dolorosa was formed in September 1993.
On July 22, 1993,Sister Helen Pyle (Mary Queen of Apostles, Saint Augustine) was
elected as the new Curia Treasurer. The North San Mateo Curia suffered the loss of a
great Legionary of Mary and Spiritual Dire ctor of Mary, Mother of Christian Families

(OLPH) Sister Lu Bite who succumbed to cancer on October 14, 1993. The late Sister Lu Bite,
Spiritual Director, OLPH

1994¢ The Year of the Family . We welcomed 1994 as the International Year of the Family . Every time
there was an opportunity that year, the Curi a promoted the value and importance of the Christian family. The

late Brother Guido Botelho in his Legion Talk at the Summer Function pointed the importance of prayer in

families and exhorted parents to pray with their children, especially the Most Holy Ro sary. On September 17
18, 1994the North San Mateo Curia officers attended the Los Angeles Synod and there met Brother William
Jackson, correspondent of the LA Senatus to the Concilium.

1995¢ Preparing for the New Millennium of Christianity . There were challenges that faced the
Archdiocese of San Franciscoat the start of this year. Several Churches or parishes were earmarked for closure

due to different reasons such as low Mass attendance or earthquake retrofitting problems. For the Legion of

Mary, the closure meant lending more support in taking care of the spiritual needs of the Archdiocese. It was

also this year, that the North San Mateo Curia evaluated the document? 3T I w" E OO w U OwaIoumgyD x O
Ol w' Ox1 w3OPEUEwWUT I w - The LegioP 6fOMay Gridddl 6ed im @ position to support the
evangelization plans of the Church in order to be an effective force in carrying out the plans and goals not only

of the Archdiocese of San Francisco but also of the universal Church. Our Extension Workers catinued to

work on the parishes of Saint Veronica, All Souls Church and Our Lady of Mercy
but still nothing to show for their efforts. But we knew then that it would be just a
matter of time and the right situation that our Blessed Mother would open the
doors for us in these parishes.

19964 The Passing of Father Antonio Rey, First Curia Spiritual Director

Fr. Ed Dura Appointed as North San Mateo Spiritual Director - This year
would bring new changes in the leadership of the North San Mateo Curia. It w as
on February 6, 1996 that shocking and sad news spread like wildfire among the
members and officers of the Curia. Fr. Antonio Rey , our Spiritual Director, friend,

close ally of the Legion and an intellectual of a priest had died. The loss not only Father Rey displaying his
sense of humor that
endeared him to all of us.
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brought sadness to many of us, but a definite void in our leadership. We were spoiled by him in so many
ways. For him, the Legion of Mary was his ally and knowing how smart and learned he was how could
anyone argue with that. He set the tone and the direction of the Curia for years to come. And because of him,
we have made it to 25 years standing strong as ever.We also learned and enjoyed every bit his Allocutio ,
digesting every word he uttered and taking it heart. But now he was gone, shoes too large to fill but then we
have to move on. On September 7, 1996P 1 wEI Ol EUEUI EWEUW2EPOVwW" 1 EPOPEZ wUu
San Francisco Comitium the 75" Anniversary of the founding of the Legion of Mary. In the middle of 1996,
history was made when the North San Mateo Curia successfully received approval for the Legion of Mary at
Archbishop Riordan High School , an all boys Catholic High School run by the Marianists. Finally, this year
was also highlighted by the appointment of Fr. Ed Dura (then Parochial Vicar at Mater Dolorosa Church) as
the new Spiritual Director of the North San Mateo Curia.

19974 Business as Usual. There was anxiety in the air in 1997 as China was about totake over Hong Kong
from British rule. A question of religious freedom for Catholics in this tiny island lured over. Of course, for the
Legion of Mary, this event thousands of miles away had some implication for us. What if China suppresses
Catholicism? While this monumental event was unfolding, there was a cursory look being taken by som e of us,
watching from afar and yet, having to work for the
Blessed Mother as usual. Extension Work at Archbishop
Riordan High School was in full swing. Eventually, the
Praesidium at Riordan High School was transferred to
the jurisdiction of the SF Comitium effective January
1997. It was also this year theLos Angeles Synod was
held on June 1315 at Universal Sheraton at LosAngeles.
wOl EET UUT DxwbOUOUT OxwbPEUwWI |

Church followed by three Columban Drives at Saint
Bruno and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.

- X 1998¢ A Transition Year for the Curia ¢ This year
One_ of the t_rademarks of_the I\_lorth San Mate_o Curia®™ onded the second term of Bother Ando Perlas as
gc:f;'gﬁctgsa ;ﬁ%ﬁ:ngel;g%:loent%r(')istr?::ﬁg%?gﬁ%ﬂg president, Sister Bebs Delos Santos as Vice President
in the .early 9020 Sister Ana Bordallo as Secretary and Sister Helen Pyle as
Treasurer. Thus, while the usual activities and functions
were being planned and organized as usual, the Curia Board was gearing up for the election of a new set of
officers. What needed to be done was toensure that the transition be as smooth and seamless as possible, ot
losing any kind of momentum because of the change in officers. Sister Bebs Delos Santos who has served six
years as Vice President was the logical choice of course. The Vice President position was an open field. The
success of the extension work at Archbishop Riordan High School in 1997 also inspired the Curia Extension
workers to try other schools such as the Immaculate Conception Academy and even the City College of San
Francisco as there is a strong presence of Catholic students in this campus. ThePatricians at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help was also growing strong this year. The late Brother Mandy Labayen began attending the
Patrician in order to share his wealth of knowledge and with the plan of starting a new group at Saint
OEUI PzUw" T UUET 6w
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1999¢ New Set of Curia Officers Elected - By 1999, the North San Mateo Curia had a complete set of new
officers. Sister Bebs Delos Santos was elected unanimously as president and Sister Lillie Villaluna of Mater
Dolorosa was also elected Vice President.Sister Carmen Perlas was elected as Secretary.Sister Lourdes
Zambales of Holy Angels was elected as Treasuret The new set of Curia officers did not lose any ground or
momentum in preparing the North San Mateo Curia face the challenges of the new Millennium . In addition to
the usual preparation and coordination of the Legion functions, 1999 was involved a number of activities in
preparation of the Jubilee Year in 2000. Likewise, many of the Legion Praesidia were involved in RENEW
2000, making this year an unusually busy year for all of us. We ended the year with a memorable Annual
General Reunion on December 4 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.

2000¢ The Year of the Great Jubilee - The New Millennium was a scary time for many of us. Not only did
we hear our technical experts worry about the possible effects of Y2K in our personal lives (computers not
EI DOT wOOwxUOxT UOawxUOEIT UU w lhere wePeysyothsaye® Out theteUdEaarng thd
beginnings of the Apocalypse. For the North San Mateo Curia, the year 2000 would be best rememberedfor
the activities surrounding the Jubilee Year. On October 28, 2000 braving the heavy winds and rain, members of
the Legion of Mary together with thousands of Catholics in the Archdiocese of San Francisco attended the
Jubilee Mass at the newly-opened Pacific Bell Park. Prior to that, there were several Church Pilgrimages
EUOOPOEUDPOT wbhbOwWE w, EUUwEAugug 2000) the, NBrth 8San(MateoEQurial affiliat&dQre w (
Ol Oz Uw/ UET UPEDPUOWE U iy MEnD@aie of Héakked | Pz Uw" T UUE

(@)
mp

2001 ¢The Legion Mourns the Loss of Lives in the 9/11 Tragedy -_The tragic events of 2001 (9/11
Attacks) brought many of us to standstill. The whole world was at a shock at the loss of innocent lives. To this
day, there is no human explanation to justify such cruelty and violence. If there is consolation that came out of
this is that at least for one moment in time, thousands of Catholics and other Christians around the world were
united in prayer. For the Legion of Mary, 9/11 wou Id always be a somber reminder how fragile and delicate
001 z Uwaddh theuiBpbrtance of reminding others to constantly make their lives acceptable to God. The
Legion has no time to rest. We are to stay as vigilant lest souls might be lost forever. Towards the end of this
year, Sister Bebs Delos Santos and Sister Lillie Villaluna decided that they were not going to seek another term
of office. On April 26, 2001, upon the resignation of Sister
Carmen Perlas as Secretary, the North San Mateo Curia re
elected Sister Ana Bordalla for the third term as Secretary.
Finally, on October 21, 2001 Curia meeting there was an a bit
of an excitement in the air as it was announced that Mater
# OOOUOUEWT EEwi OUOTl EwEwW, I OzUw/
Hearts.

2002¢ Welcome Saint Veronica Parish to the North San

Mateo Curia - Health issues prevented Sister Bebs Delos

Santos from continuing on as the president of the Curia for

another three years. Indebted forever to her generosity are the

Legion of Mary members whom she persistently recruited.

with Fr. Ed Bohnert at the Los Angeles Synod. Because of her many of these members are still here serving
14
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the Blessed Mother opening their lives to a new and heavenly direction. Brother Ando Perlas was elected as
the Curia president serving on his second tour of duty. Bro Loy Banez (Saint Augustine) was elected Vice
President. On July 2002, the North San Mateo Curia published its first quarterly newsletter as a
commemoration of its 200t Council Meeting. It was also this year, that Msgr. Fr. John Pernia of OLPH took
his Sabmatical welcoming its new pastor, Fr. Antonio Petilla . But who would have thought that after more
than 15 years of knocking on the doors of Saint Veronica Church the Legion of Mary would finally open it first
Praesidium! The Legion of Mary joined the Catholic Church in promoting the Rosary asdeclared by Pope John
Paul Il in his declaration of ?8 1 EUw O w U1 (Octodet20@ U &ctober 2003). Thanks to Father Ed

JiES "My Bohnert, its new pastor who only after a few months of his administration decided
to start the Legion right away. The seed has already been planted at this parish by
our Extension Worker the late Brother Guido Botelho . On November 3, 2002,0ur
Lady of Mount Carmel was founded at Saint Veronica Church with sixteen
founding members. Today there are a total of five Praesidia in this parish. On
October 18, 2002, eleven Legionaries from the North San Mateo Curia attended the
Los Angeles Senatus Synod.

2003 Pro Life Activities and the Beginnings of the Family  Praesidium -
The North San Mateo Curia leadership would take another step in unchartered
In 2002, the great Extension | U1 UUBDUOUA wUT EQwOl wEI Y1 OOxDPOT wEWEOUI xUDOU
Chairperson of the North | Pro-Life Movement of the Catholic Church. A meeting to discuss Pro Life plans and
San Mateo Curia, Brother | 4ctivities was held at Saint Veronica Church among the Curia Board members with
Guido Botelho had passed . . I

away. Brother Raymond Frost, San Francisco Senatus President. A decision was made

that among the many possible Pro-Life actlvmes the Leglon would flrst |n|t|ate

EPEUI Ol UUw EOCOOT wil 6000bw " EUI "
stance on the sanctity of life. Thus, for the next two years,
weekend Pro Life Awareness Masses were to be scheduled
in different parishes of the Curia. Likewise, in the next
phase of the program, members of the Legion of Mary were
to start training in Side Walk Counseling and praying
outside abortion clinics. It was also this year that a new
concept was born ¢ a family Praesidium. It all started when
parents of the junior Praesidium, Mary Model of Youth
(Mater Dolorosa) wanted to join the Legion of Mary active
memberships only if they could be together with their
children. Late night discussions between Brother Ando

Perlas and the late Sister Guina Tablante (President, Mary Legion members from OLPH and Holy Angels
Model of Youth Praesidium) yielded one of the most novel  parish during a Columban Drive at Holy Angels.

ideas in the Legion ¢ that of forming a praesidium of families. The North San Mateo Curia has always kept
focused on getting the young to the Legion.
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On December 28, 2003 on the Feast Day of the Holy Family, Brother Ando Perlas formally submitted a position
paper to the San Francisco Senatus and the Concilium Legionis on the Family Praesidium.In May 2003,
Archbishop William Levada appointed Father Eugene Tungol (Pastor, Saint Augustine) as the new Spiritual
Director of the North San Mateo Curia. Our beloved Sister Bebs Delos Santos passed away on August 22,
2003 a loss that up to this day is being felt by many of us,especially those whom she had recruited personally
' to the Legion of Mary.

2004 ¢ Campaigning for Young Members to the Legion - Mel
&PEUOOZ UwoOOUUWEDEIDW E UBm&@d @il DET wb
released in February 2004 was the major event that avaited the
Christian world at that time. However, for the North San Mateo Curia,

| YYKwPOUOGEWEUDOT wUT 1 wOUEhauwsdmaDdi i E w
, EUa2 wepl I OEw) UO1 whil OQwl Y Y K daie tbim&t®diO E w 2
the workshop was to be different ¢ it was a debate between Catholics

and Protestants about the Blessed Virgin Mary. Legionaries who

Fr. James Mweyunge, Spiritual Director, | participated in the workshop presented the both the Catholic and
Saint Veronica in his native African costume | protestant position on Mary (Immaculate Conception, Perpetual
during the Annual ~General Reunion Virginity, Mother of God and Assumption). Ther e was intense
x Ul U1 OUEUDOOWOT woi i we W TINY, M o ption). _

preparation involved in this as both camps wanted to outwit each other
in a friendly but heated discussions on Mary. The lessons learned from this workshop were very invaluable in
our defense on the Blessed Mother against the Protestant onslaght on our Blessed Mother.

However, 2004 would be best remembered as aYouth Recruitment awareness @mpaign (Sponsor a Youth
Campaign) to the Legion of Mary. While we already had nine (yes nine and this is not a typo) junior Praesidia

in 2004 it was felt that we needed more emphasis on recruiting children and young adults to the Legion

EI EEUUI wdPi wbpl wEOGOzZ UWEUUUEEUWUT T waduOl Owbpl whOUOEWET wi
balance their activities in the Legion, the Curia added the Junior Bowling Day. The Annual General Reunion
PEUwiI | OEWEUwW. UUw+EEawolOi w/ T UxT UUEOQw' I Oxw" T UUET wOOw#1 E
that showcased the many musical and acting talents of our members as we presented some of the most
popular ! UOEEPEaw, UUPEEOwW/ OEAUwWODPOl mPBYBDUEYIOWR BOEE QE OBDOO

2005- The Year of the Eucharist -_ This year, we celebrated
our 20th founding anniversary of the North San Mateo Curia.
During the Annual General Reunion held at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, we had a memorable and fun program with

each parish taking a page from a Broadway musical. We also
welcomed to the Curia the newest Praesidium from Our Lady
of Perpetual Help Church, Our Lady of Nativity under the

leadership of its first president, Sister Demie Barrozo. Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Praesidium of Saint Veronica heeded to
the challenge of its Spiritual Director and Pastor Fr. Ed Bohnert

Legionaries show their support of life at the

16 Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco.
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to begin extended Adoration Hours in celebration of the

Year of the Euchaist. The Adoration Program at Saint
Veronica was successfully launched in the summer of
2005 under the banner of the Legion of Mary. This year,
the Legion joined the first Walk for Life in San

Francisco.

2006¢ Curia Undertakes Study of the Faith , Sister
Marilyn Perez Elected Curia _President ¢ The late
Brother Mandy Labayen would forever have a profound
impact on the lives of many Legionaries ¢+ because of him
) 00D AU W ‘| OEi U Lu Of w 2 we have all become more knowledgeable of our Catholic
ith their certificate of completi on of the doctrine and faith. Each month Brother Mandy would

Junior Workshop held at Mater Dolorosa prepare a monthly summary from one of the chapters of

Church. the Catechism of the Catholic Church summarizing key points
for our discussions. On July 2006, the Family Praesidium gave its first annual report to the North San Mateo
Curia. Also on July 22, 2006 at the parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, a Senior Workshop reviewing the
Legion apostolic system in its entirety. In the meantime, the Curia continued to hold its Respect Life
Awareness Weekends in different parishes. In May 2006, Brother Ando Perlas resigned as president of the
North San Mateo Curia as he was elected as Vice President of the San Francisco Senatus, a position he still
holds today. On August 2006, the North San Mateo Curia elected Sister Marilyn Perez as its president.
Repladng her was Brother Ambrose Calonsag as Vice President.

3

2007+ North San Mateo Curia Hosts the first San Francisco Senatus Conference - Under the leadership of
Sister Marilyn Perez, the North San Mateo Curia did not lose any momentum as it headed into another busy
year for the Curia. Back to back weekends in January saw members of the North San Mateo Curia participate
in two major activities. On January 20, 2007 our members participated in the annual Walk for Life West Coast
in San Francisca The following week, January 27, 2007 the North San Mateo Curia hosted the first San
Francisco Senatus Conference at Saint Veronica Church, an event attended by more than three hundred
Legionaries from all the councils and Praesidia attached to the
San FranciscoSenatus This event is a recognition given by the
21 OEUUUw Of w UT T 4iled Unaéhiberyl) uand |
organizational ability to be able to host a large number of
legionaries.

2008¢ ?The Pauline Year - 81 EUwWOT w2 EBh3U
year would be best remeOET Ul EWEUwWUT 1T w?) U
Paul (June 28, 2008 to June 220092 Ow OOl woi wUT I
of the Legion of Mary, and one of the greatest saints of the
Catholic Church. The Legion of Mary joined the universal
Church in th e celebration of the birth anniversary of the great
apostle of the Gentile. Most importantly was to remind all of

, o -
The late Brother George Grivas of Mater Doloros
as Saint Paul, one of the many roles he played ir
17 OUUw OOUEOwWE&I 61 UEOGw 1 C
women are taking him seriously)
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us that same message Brother Frank Duff had been emphasizing to all of us the bringing the Good News to all

peoples through our apostolic works in the same breadth that Saint Paul had began for all of us. During the
OOUEOwW&I O1l UEOwW1l UOPOOWEUW2EDPOUwW OEUI Pz Uw" T UWdkiamw b1 v

travel in the skit performances. Sadly, this year the health of our Curia President Sister Marilyn Perez showed

some signs of weakening due to the effects of her cancer treatment. Her resiliency was manifested by her

EI Ul UOPOEUDPOOWUOWOIl 1 xwl OPOT WECOEwWUOwW?I POPUT wUI | WUEET 63

2009t ? 81 EUWOI wlOT I-apUBI U] BDOBE O ad w/. Bisldr Gagmgnireiag Bact2dd 1
New Curia President. Sister Judy Lagowski Elected as New Curia Secretary. - The year began with a

major Legion event,theE1 Ol EUEUDOOwWOI wlT Evaydizatob QobférenteaiEsaind Raul ERu@h w

in San Franciscoon January 25, 2009 This was sponsored by the San Francisco Senatuwith Steve Ray a
regular feature at EWTN and authority on the life of Saint Paul as the main speaker. In June, Pope Benedict

XVI declared the period June 19, 2009¢ ) UOT whuNOw | Yy wEUwwi U il 280 TEQMES jw x |
consciousness the value, integrity and profoundness of the Sacrament of Holy Orders.

Sister Marilyn Perez did not pass away until the following year
but this year was to be the swan song ofher legionary journey.
Sill able preside as the Curia president shewas going in and out
of the hospital attending to her cancer treatments, truly a
. remarkable feat that left many of us speechless and at awe for
her courage. As such, if this was to the only year that we would
ever remember her, it was a testament of her love for the Blessed
Mother, another banner year for us as we continued to maintain
the momentum and growth of our council. Given these health
issues, Sister Marilyn ended her three year term as the Curia
president whi ch meant that once again, a new leader hasto
: : emerge and be able to sustain the driving force behind the
The year would not be complete without the Annual " UU D E z U w uu E ET UU0uw

11 UUIEVUwEUVUW 2ZEDBOUW " OEUI 2 ogver the years. ——
California.

On August 2009, Sister Carmen Perlas, the Curia Secretary was
elected as President. With that, it became necessary b elect a (¥
new Curia Secretary. Sister Judy Lagowski of OLPH was
elected the following month. Once again, the Curia was as busy
as ever with functions and activities. For the first time, a
combined Mass for deceasedactive and auxiliary members of
the Legion was held at Mater Dolorosa on November 20, 2009
with Fr. Brian Costelo as celebrant. We ended 2009 with the
Annual General Reunion at Our Lady of Perpetual Help

honoring our priests and Spiritual Directors with musical

OUOGET UWEDEWUODPUU wa @ the Fiésthavdedi w Junior members enjoy a bit of a respite at the
Annual General Reunion at Saint Andrew Piro
Hall in 2008.
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2010¢ The 25" Year Anniversary of our Foundation . Sister Marilyn Perez Finishes the Course t+ We
began this year knowing the fact that we are now entering the 25t% year of our foundation as a Curia.
Conscious of this, the Curia Board early on met and planned all Legion functions and activities culminating
with the 25™ Annual General Reunion and Anniversary Celebration . In between the months of January and
in the early part of January, the Walk for Life West Coast in January 23, 2010 which for the first time
challenged its participants with down pour rain and winds. The following month, on February 7, 2010, the
Curia sponsored the ? ( OY1 UUD U U Widw O luw B EokowiduEthesTraditional Latin Mass at Mater
Dolorosa. As usual, the Legion functions including the Summer Function together with the San Francisco
Senatus and the San Francisco Mission Excelsior Curia were all wé attended and were done in the spirit of
Mary, unity and friendship among the Legionaries of Mary. It provided an opportunity for recruitment and
inviting other people to participate in the Pilgrim Virgin . On March 2, 2010 our dear Sister Marilyn Perez
passed away after a heroic battle against cancer. At the end of her beautiful life we call came together as one
family not to mourn the death of a leader but to celebrate the beauty that life promises to those who serve well
the Mother of God. She had finished the course, yes, with flying colors.

The activities of the North San Mateo Curia this year
were focused on two important aspects of the Legion
system t evangelization through the usual apostolic
POUOUWEOEwWUxT EPEOwWI YI OUU uwelW ET
event at South San Francisco and Legion membership
recruitment through the Legion Awareness Weekend
Masses held at each parish. On June7, 2010, we
celebrated the first anniversary of the Traditional Latin
Mass at Mater Dolorosa Church. At the June 27, 2010
Curia Meeting, Fr. Bala, our Spiritual Director bided
farewell to the North San Mateo Curia as his tenure with

e the Archdiocese of San Francisco was not renewed. A few
2010 North San Mateo Curia Officers months later, he was appointed at the Diocese of Santa
(L-R) Sister Vickie Gevana, Treasurer, Sister Norma Rosa and became the administraor of Saint Aloysius
Capule, Secretary, Sister Carmen Perlas, President anc Church in Point Arena, California a four hour drive from
Brother Ambrose Calonsag, VP South San Francisco. The Legion Workshop for Seniors
and Juniors was held on July 10, 2010 at Mater Dolorosa Church.On August 5, 2010Brother Jay Naidu, Sister
Rachel Naidu an d their son, Brother Jonathan Naidu went to the Concilium Legionis in Dublin, Ireland and
met with Sister Maureen McManus , correspondent to the San Francisco Senatus, Brother Ray Mulroney,
Concilium Assistant Secretary and Sister Sile, former president of the Concilium presented to them the five
year report of the family praesidium, Mary, Mother of the Eucharist and Family. = The following month,
September Sister Judy Lagowski announced her resignation as Curia secretary. On October, we elected long
time Legionary Sister Norma Capule (OLPH) as the new secretary of the North San Mateo Curia. As we bring
another year to a close with the celebration of the Annual General Reunion in honor of the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, our hope for all is that everyone perseveres in their vocation as Legionaries of the
Motherof God ¢+ ? . w, EUA WEOOQEI DYl EwbbDUT OUU0wWwUDPOOwxUEawi OUwUUwPI
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
The parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help is the
face of the North San Mateo Curia and for good
measure. It was through the efforts and vision of
the late Fr. Antonio Rey, long-time pastor of this
parish that the North San Mateo Curia came into existence. It is also
at this parish that many of the early meetings, functions and
activities of the Curia were held. OLPH has by far the largest
number of Praesidia and membership in the North San Mateo Curia
serving as a model dynamic growth in the Legion. Many of the
former and curr ent Curia officers came from this parish.  Sister
Elvie Felix, the first president (1985-1990) of the North San Mateo
Curia; the late Sister Bebs delos Santos, former president of t he
North San Mateo Curia (19984 2001) Brother Ando Perlas , former OLPH Praesidium in the early
president (1991 to 1997 and 2001 to 2006) began his Legiona s NY U & mntorio Rey.
journey at president of Mary, Mother of Christian Families. Other
officers of the North San Mateo Curia from OLPH include Sister Violy Carabeo (Curia Vice President, 2005
2007; Curia Treasurer, 20022005); Sister Vickie Gevana (current Curia Treasurer); Sister Judy Lagowski (
former Curia Secretary); Sister Norma Capule (current Curia Secretary, Sister Carmen Perlas (current
President) and Brother Ambrose Calonsag (Curia VP)

Our Lady of Perpetual He lp Praesidium ¢
Founded on June 25, 1980this praesidium is considered to
bethe? , OUT I Uw/ UET UPEPUO? woOi wUT 1T w
parish. The efforts of their officers and members through the
years have madethe Legion of Mary grow exponentially not
only in this parish but in the North San Mateo Curia. It can
be said that this Praesidium set the standard for
membership expansion of the Legion of Mary in this part of
the world and has sustained thus far. Father Antonio Petilla
is the current Spiritual Director. 3T 1 DPUw UOOI w EU
/| UET UPEPUO?» uPUWEOQwWDPOXxOQUUEOUwWOC
| S S the responsibility of making sure that the other six Praesidia
- Current members with their Spiritual Director, Fr. 4t this parish are taken cared of. When other praesidia suffer
Antonio Petilla in membership they are always ready to lend a helping hand.
Indeed, for more than 30 years since its foundation, thispUET UPEPUOQwl EVwODPYI EwUx wUOwE
Sister Virgie Cimikowski, current president has provided the leadership for this praesidium left void when

highest form of Legionary standard that all praesidia will be measured against. Thanks to the leadership of
this praesidium officers and members such as SisterLourdes Cuizon, Sister Perlita Parayno , Sister Nelia
Isleta and long-time Legionaries such asSister Clara Lagasca, SisterEllen Peralta and Sister Nellie Murphy
Our Lady of Perpetual help praesidium will continue to uphold lofty Legion standards.
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M ary Mother of Christian Families

Founded on June 26, 198 this Praesidium was
OUPT POEOOawUl | wi PUUUWEOOW
San Mateo Curia, the San Francisco Comitium and
arguably in Northern America. Fr. Antonio Rey , its
first Spiritual Director was always overjoyed to see the
involvement of men in the Church and in the Legion of
Mary. The late Sister Lu Bite became its second
Spiritual Director . Obviously she was the only woman
among a group of men which was a blessing as she
POUOEwW xUUw UPUQux YHR i Eieve@ E
Weekly Meeting. * OP1T YT UOwDOwWUT T wo
membership dwindled and thanks to the insistence of
Sister Bebs Delos Santos,rather than closing the

Praesidium she began sending members from other Praesidia to prevent its closure. Today, Mary, Mother of
Christian Families is a mixed praesidium under the able leadership of their president, Sister Ismaela Cruz and
their long time Legionary officers and members such as the housewife/husband teams of Brother Tony
Calagui and Sister Nita Calagui; Brother Tito Ballesteros and Sister Rose Ballesteros, Sister Dommie Cruz,
and Sister Ellen Marcaida. Additionally, with the assistance and inspiration of their Spiritual Director, Fr.
Dennis Barlaan, Mary Mother of Christian Families is de stined to do greater and bigger things for Our Blessed
Mother and her children.

Our Lady of Hope - (Seniors)

Founded as a junior Praesidium on June 18, 1981 Our
Lady of Hope is one of the oldest Praesidia in the North
San Mateo Curia. Through the ears of and has given
many of its former junior members the gift of faith and
hope - where they are all now only God knows. Those
who have passed through the ranks of Our Lady of
Hope are well equipped to face the challenges of their
Christian journey as they have been taught and guided
by senior members of this praesidium. As its junior
membership dwindled it became asenior praesidium
and presently has fifteen (15) active members Its current officers and members have shown remarkable
determination to move o n and sustain the momentum that was first began many years ago. Under its current
president and North San Mateo Curia Secretary, Sister Norma Capule , Brother Jonas Salva Cruz, Sister
Merlinda Go and Sister Carmelita Untalan there is no doubt that this praesidium will continue to uphold the
Legion apostolic system. Their praesidium emphasizes the study of the Handbook, the spiritual formation of
their members through Bible Study, Patrician Meeting, Pilgrimages and various novenas. The by -product of
their spiUDUUEQuw i OUOEUPOOwWPUwWUT T wOUl Ol OEOQUUWEXxOUUOOPEWPRPO
formula for success mirrors that of Frank Duff, by imitating Mary, her holiness and obedience, by having her
as the mother of our soul, we can overcome all challenges and bring to the world love and hope.
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M ary, Morning Star (Seniors)
Founded on May 5, 1986 the Mary Morning Star
Praesidium was meant for all retired seniors of the
parish. As envisioned by Fr. Rey this was to be the
composition of this Praesidium , allowing members of the
Church that have lots of time in their hands to serve its
needs. He used to joke that unless you were already
receiving Social Security, you could not be recruited in
this praesidium. However, he did not exempt them from
: all the apostolic works of the Legion. Over the years
members of Mary Morning Star PraeS|d|um have accepted the challenge in good spirits. Thus, you will see
members of this praesidium conquering the cold and foggy days of Daly City, bringing the Blessed Mother to
homes, knocking on doors and giving Communion to the sick. Those of us in the Legion who tend to whine
and complain about the difficult y of Legion apostolic works would be put to shame by the members of this
praesidium. Though no longer exclusive to Social Security recipients as they have opened their doors to
younger membersOw, EUaw, OUODPOT w2UEUwWUT DOT UwEUDT T U0 and ihGpiteddd U w b
transportation and health issues that seem to constantly hover over this praesidium, they have amazed us all
with their ability to still do door to door visitations under the cold breeze of Daly City.  Under the leadership of
Sister Sonia Nanon, Sister Leonila Bonifacio, Sister Elizabeth Igtanloc, Sister Magdalena Aquino and  Sister
Vickie Gevana , North San Mateo Curia Treasurer, this praesidium will continue to be a shining star for the
Blessed Mother. Somewhere out there, Father Antonio Rey must be smiling for indeed his yet another brilliant
idea has been realized.

Our Lady of Grace (Juniors)
Founded on May 6, 198 Our Lady of Grace Praesidium is
a model of determination and quite frankly stubbornness
to give in to the idea of closing a Praesidium because of
membership problems. The courage of its officers, Sister
Conchita Playda and Sister Nellie Murphy should be an
inspiration to all, that in spite of the seeming difficulty in
recruiting young men and women to the Legion of Mary,
they have conquered all odds and have come up
triumphant in the end. As an intermediate Praesidium
made up of members? UOOwa OUOT wUOOWET w
to be young juniors,? Our Lady of Grace presents the
future of the Legion of Mary, holy, young, devoted and dedicated soldiers of the Blessed Mother. Sister
Dionie Ferrer has also been a long time stalwart of this praesidium ¢+ who along with Sister Conchita Playda
would recruit their grandchildren to this praesidium. This is a great example to all of us that evangelization
and holiness of our families is a top priority for the Legion of Mary. While, t he young generation of Catholics,
in this modern day find themselves preoccupied with video games, social networking such as Facebook and
Twitter O1 OET UUwOi w. UUW+EEawlOil w&UEET wi EYI wOO0woOOUUwUBT T U
behold that grace 4ill flow to the young of the Legion in spite of the secularization of our modern world.
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Mary, Model of Youth (Seniors)

Founded on November 3, 1985, the Mary Model of Youth
Praesidium has had a long and memorable history of
young and vibrant Catholi ¢ teenagers, who eventually
became very active in the life of the Church. This
Praesidium has been the second home to many of its
members planting the seeds of faith in their young lives.
Friendships were also formed here over the years. And
these are he onesthat would last a life time . Its former
officers such as Sister Elvie Felix and Sister Porre
Olivares - and their former members to this day still meet
for lunch
or special occasions, a testamentf that deep bond of friendship
that to this very day characterize the spirit of Mary, M odel of
Youth Praesidium. Today, through the leadership of Sister
Julie Tabajonda and Sister Lina Martin , they have managed to
keep the praesidium intact and active, full of the Marian
character and spirit. In October 2010, the Mary, Model of Youth
Praesidium organized a Rosary Workshop, four weekend course
on the history, merits and benefits of the Most Holy Rosary,
followed by Rosary making activities. In their immediate plan is
the establishment of a new junior praesidium .

Mary, Model of Youth today é

L EVUaw, OET Owol w8 oUOT Lo
Extension Work at Holy Angels. The late
Fr. Edward Cleary is standing at the back.

Our Lady of Nativity (Seniors)

The foundation the seventh praesidia at the parish of
OLPH, Our Lady of Nativity Praesidium on January 30,
2005symbolizes the many good things that the Legion of
Mary North San Mateo Curia stands for ¢ development of
Legionary leaders with great zeal for the Legion and then
letting them take the initiative to extend, expand and
manage new praesidia. Through the leadership of Sister
Judy Lagowski (former Secretary of the North San

Mateo Curia), Sister Demy Barrozo, Sister Geri Timms ,
Sister Marykutty Joseph and Sister Tita Castillo this
praesidium has been setting an examplefor all of us in the
Legion by creating new avenues of evangelization such as
OT1T w?2)l UPET Ow/ UONI alkaraund thelsireets df theaparishCidd@rier with a cart of religious
materials. They planned a Summer Bible Camp for young people. Their outstanding work to promote the

sanctity of life should be a model to all ¢+ in addition to their work outside Planned Parenthood they also took
the initiative to write a Pro-Life strategic action plan that summarizes different thoughts and ideas on how the
Legion could effectively participate in the pro -life movement of the Church.

23



The North San Mateo Curia 25" Anniversary Newsletter

Commemorative Issue
Foundation Date: December 5, 1985

Our Lady Queen of Holy Angels (Holy Angels) + ?Model of
Steadfastness»

The parish of Holy Angels in Colma has a rich history and tradition. Its original name was
Saint Anne, a mission of Saint Michael in the Ocean View District of San Francisco It was
in 1914, a few years after the 1906 earthquake that its ame was changed to what it is now,

Holy Angels Parish. The importance of this little history
about this parish was to demonstrate the steadfastness of
the Legion of Mary here that just like the history of its
parish that had survived a major earthquake, gone
through a period of transition (name change and a status
change from a mission to a parish) and many changes,
the Legion of Mary, Our Lady of Holy Angels Praesidium
continue to remain strong in spite of all its challenges in
the past. It is amodel of steadfastness an example to all
of us of the commitment and dedication of all its former
and current officers and members. Founded on April 9,
1977almost eight years before the formation of the North |4 :
San Mateo Curia, Our Lady Queen of Holy Angels '
Praesidium can take pride that it has produced not only

amazing works of evangelization but Legionary leaders that have contributed to the growth and expansion of
the Legion in the Archdiocese of San Francisco. From its first president, the late Sister Marilyn Perez, Sister
Lourdes Zambalaes (former president of Our Lady Cause of Our Joy and former Treasurer of the Curia) and
Sister Priscilla Llamido to its current set of officers and members, this Praesidium has been a great asset tahe
Legion and more important ly to the Holy Angel parish.
Additionally it has had many priests and clergy who
became its Spiritual Directors - Father Moises Maramba
was its first Spiritual Director followed by others such as
Fr. John Cloherty (now in residence at Saint Anne of the
Sunset), Fr. Johnmark Marrald, Fr. Vic Balagapo, Fr.
Arturo Albano (now the Pastor of Mission Dolores
Church), whose wealth of knowledge, experience and
spirituality have remained within its members inspiring
them to carry on the works of the Church to this v ery
day. Today, with the loving support of its pastor , Fr.
Manuel Curso and the parish community of Holy
Angels, this Praesidium is ready to tackle more
challenges and climb more mountains in looking for that
one lost lonely soul uncared for.

5

devoted their time in serving th e Blessed Mother
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Saint AOE Ul PrhelExtension and Expansion of the North San
, EUl Ow" UUPEwW! 1T EOQwW' 1 UI »

Unbeknownst to many, the expansion and growth of the North San Mateo Curia was

made possible by the members of Our Lady of Miracles Praesidium under the leadership

of Sister Elvie Felix who successfully extended the Legion of Mary at of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help in 1980,2 EDP O U w1 OE1 U U z Gand"laketiod Belcam® iGstuhmpntakin

the formation and foundation of the North San Mateo Curia. Thus, true to its early
beginnings, + 1 T DPOOEUPI Uwi UOOwW2EPOUwW OEUI PzUw" T UUET wi EYT wUT
Curia. They have also provided a great example to all of us how to grow the Legion in a parish (and to take
EEUI wOl wbUwOI On A6 w31 1 a wE Ul assidliurh, MarYD@sde wHHEaVa U additibntd theE w O
late Sister Aida Totanes (first Vice President of the North San Mateo Curia), other Saint Andrew Legionaries

that have given their time and energy to the success of our Curia would include the late Brother Mandy
Labayen who chaired the Study of the Faith in 2006, the late Brother Butch Cui who paved the way to the

| OUCGEUDPOOWOI wlOT 1 wo Gier @edile Glatdsd and Biktér BdE B Stufawant . Of course, who

could ever forget some of their former Spiritual Directors - Deacon Mar Tano, Deacon Felix Amora and
Father Nady Corales. These are just a few of the unsung heroes that have made the Legion alive and kicking

in this parish made popular by its proximity to Serramonte Shopping Mall.

Our Lady of Miracles Praesidium - Founded

on September 29, 1978 Our Lady of Miracles
Praesidium is the second oldestpraesidium in the North

San Mateo Curia and to this day continues to provide

the leadershiprole E0wUT 1 wx EUDUT wOi w2 E+
strong membership recruitment of this Praesidium over

the years of its existence has made it possible to increase

the number of Praesidia in this ever-growing parish

Our Lady of eracles today Wlth Father Jesus Labor in 2010
T TR S,

community. Durlng the past twenty five years, this
Praesidium has shown tremendous leadership and
commitment to the apostolic works of the Legion and
has been amodel of consistency and perseverance. Its
history is filled with heroic works. Our Lady of
Miracles produced some of the most memorable |
Annual General Reunion UOD U U wWUUET wol J
the Roof.? Uihe leadership of its president Sister = 5 ' =8
Lourdes Mamaril , Sister Rose Sharpan, Sister Our Lady of Miracles with Deacon Felix Amora in1995 |
Rosevida Sturtevant and Sister Luchi Estay and Father JessLabor, Parochial Vicar astheir current Splrltual

Director are more than enough to carry on this praesidium into more years of Legion work and service to our
Blessedever Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Miracles.
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Our Lady of Light Praesidium ( Seniors)
The impetus of sustained membership recruitment Saint
OEUI PzUw"TUUET wEUOUT T Ow UOw
Curia a new Praesidium in January 20, 2005 Our Lady
of Light. Since then, this praesidium, aptly named Our
Lady of Light during the year Pope John Paul Il
introduced to the Church the Luminous Mysteries of the
Rosary, has not stopped from growing and doing gre at
things for this parish and for the Legion of Mary. Their
name was determined by Divine Providence (a lot of
prayers) and by human intervention (drawing of lots) ¢
, : and when all is said and done, what a wonderful
coincidence to the introduction of the new mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary. The leadership and
commitment of Sister Cecile Mateo, Sister Alice Sagaysay, Sister Athena Bumagat and Sister Ellen
Laxamana and the unceasing devotion of its other members and officers have transformed this very young
Praesidium into a formidable army of Mary. Down to two members after a trying period in their history, Our
+EEawlOl w+BT T Ow/ UET UPEPUOWI EVUWEOUOET EWEEEQwPDPUT wOIl OQwE
to any of us. As part of their many apostoli ¢ works is the supervision of a junior praesidium, Our Lady of
Divine Love. In this Praesidium lives the spirit of the Legion - leadership, obedience, cooperation and loyalty.
Truly, the hands, feet, eyes, mouth and ears of the priest, Our Lady of Light shall continue to shine forth for
souls in darkness.

Our Lady of Divine Love Praesidium  (Junior Praesidium) - By Accepting the challenge of the
North San Mateo Curia for each senior Praesidium to the Curia to establish a junior praesidium at Saint
Andrewz Uw " T Bisidf Cedille Mateo and Sister
Ellen Laxamana Sister Sonia Redada did not waste
time to work right away . Their efforts paid off. Our
Lady of Light Praesidium was formed in May 1, 2005
only a few months after Our Lady of Light was
founded. With the support of their pastor, Father
Alex Legaspi and new Parochial Vicar, Fr. Jess Labor
and with their newly -appointed president Sister
Emilia na Gonzales, and support of Sister Angelina
Reguindin, the future is bright for this praesidium.
The challenge of course, is how to maintain the
interest of their eight junior members who seem to be
growing each week. Rest assured that their senior
members who have creative talents and quite a
number of years of Legionary experience would find a way to hold on to t hem for many years to come. The
secret to the supervision of junior members is patience, love and creating activities that are of interest to them.
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Mary, Gate of Heaven—(Mends Praesi dium)

The beginnings of Mary Gate of Heaven Praesidium
beganat Saint PE U U B E O z 1t &dn Frandigcbwhen
POwUl | wOEUI whNNYzZUw! UOUT | Uw OEOw/ 1 UOEUwWUI EUUDPUI BwUOT
late Brother Butch Cui to become a member of the
Legion of Mary at Our Lady of Perpetual Help

"TUUET Ow, EVaw, OUTT UwOl w"|TUPUUPEOwW %EOPODPI Uw 01 6z Uw
praesidium. When Brother Butch Cui transferred
Ul UPEI OETl woOl EUwW2EPOUwW OE[UI PZUWEOGEwWI YI OUUEOOGawOI|i Dw
OLPH, his love for the Blessed Mother inspired him
toOUT EOPA&T whT ECwPOUOGE WET wyU]
today in the North San Mateo Curia but arguably in
the San Francisco Senatus.The leadership of Brother
Marcel Balmeo along with the other officers Brother Gene Fernandez, Brother Cesar Nalundasan and

Brother Oscar Pecson makes this praesidium as strong as ever since its foundationdate on September 19, 1994
being involved in many L egion activities and as well as parish activities. Brother Joe Paras provides great
experience as he also began his Legion days at Our Lady of Perpetual HelpWith Fr. Jess Labor, taking over as
the new Spiritual Directo r you can expect these handsome genemen of the Legion to be there at the forefront

l wOOO0awll Oz UwxUEI UPEDPUQu

Good Shepherd Church

Mary , Queen of Peace Praesidium ? - O U w
even the cold and strong winds of the
Pacific Ocean can uproot the foundation

of this Praesidi um? w

When Father Ted Shipp, former
pastor of Good Shepherd Church
approved the establishment of the
Legion of Mary at this parish on
December 14, 1986 no one
doubted that it would become a secret force in providing its priests and clergy carry

outthe OPUUPOOEVaAwWUxPUPUwWOl wUT PUwW?xEUDPUT wEauU
almost twenty five years later is the fact that in spite of the challenges of health and

other personal matters, the Praesidium, Good Shepherd Church has withstood the

test of time (and the cold days of winter along the coast of the mighty Pacific
Ocean). There is no denying that its two founding members, Sister Ana Bordallo

and Sister Milita Ribiero are the two pillars that have been holding the fort for a

long time. However, it is the love and support of its many Spiritual Directors and

former priests such as Fr. Maurice McCormick, Sister Sheral Marshall , Deacon Tony Paulino to its current
pastor, Fr. Piers Lahey and its current Spiritual Director Deacon Noel Santillan that have made it all possible

for this group of never -say-die Legionaries to have overcome all kinds of challenges.
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